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FROM PUBLICATIONS 10 PUBLIC ACTIONS

How can scientists and academics respond to the
climate and ecological emergency?

Dr Abi Perrin, Dr Aaron Thierry & Dr Charlie Gardner

Scientists and academics are in a strong position to accelerate transitions
needed to protect nature, mitigate heating and adapt to a changing world

* We have valuable skills and training in understanding, distilling and communicating complex concepts.

 Scientists and academics are still generally trusted messengers.
* We can lend legitimacy to environmental movements and challenge stereotypes about who is involved.

 We have greater reach, novelty, and access to media than many other groups.
» We'd reasonably be expected to show solidarity with fellow scientists and frontline communities by acting on their warnings.
* As those with the privileged access to knowledge and resources, do we have an enhanced responsibility to act?

 Personal investment: for our research to make a difference to lives and societies, we must avert collapse.
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INFLUENCE

Share knowledge of the Emergency
Use our skills to better understand the

crises, possible interventions and the
disparity between institutional rhetoric

widely and urgently. This can be in
one-to-one conversations, within
teaching roles, by leading workshops,
or via media.

Push for meaningful change and action
within our workplaces, networks and

organisations. Engage pro-actively with

decision-makers, and encourage re-
evaluation the ‘status quo’. Lead by

example with our choices.

and the action needed to protect

societies and ecosystems.
IWDHAT CAN WWE DO?
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CREATE BETTER

Apply our knowledge and technical
capabilities to contribute to resilient,
equitable and sustainable systems.
This could involve shifting our
professional focus and/or engaging
with movements and initiatives outside
of our work roles.

ACTIDISM .
Social science and historical precedents
show that social movements can drive
rapid transitions. Scientists’ and
academics’ positions, skills, expertise,
resources, credibility and networks
could be invaluable to many strategies
- from from traditional campaigning to

civil disobedience.

CARL

The realities of the Emergency are
challenging and frightening. A better
outlook is possible if we collectively

acknowledge this, act with compassion
and support one another amidst
difficult transitions, grief and
uncertainty.
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